Pathogenicity of latent infectious laryngotracheitis virus in chickens.
Groups of specific pathogen-free chickens were inoculated with the same dose of a field strain of infectious laryngotracheitis virus that had either been isolated from tracheal swabs taken from infected birds during acute phase shedding, or that had been isolated during an episode of virus shedding after a latent period of 12 to 17 weeks. Birds in both groups developed characteristic clinical signs of ILT including difficulty in breathing, rales and sneezing. Thus, ILT virus shed after a latent period is capable of causing disease in susceptible birds similar to that seen in the field.